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Paul Pierson, Big, Slow-Moving, and… Invisible, 
2003, pp. 178-179: “time horizons” of changes
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Research in social sciences
• “[W]e must question if the particular moment matters.

Political science owes much of its origin to political
journalism. And like political journalism we have an
excessive tendency to concentrate on the here and now, a
blindness toward movements on a grander time scale.
Processes are not so easily captured, but the postulate on
which this work must stand is that they matter more.”
(Carmines and Stimson 1989 in Paul Pierson, 2003, p.
177)
• “Politics is a strong and slow boring of hard boards.” (Max

Weber 1921 in Paul Pierson, 2003, p. 178)





Punctuated 
equilibrium



Source: http://galleryhip.com/punctuated-equilibrium-model-of-
group-development.html



Agenda-setting 





• “ Why do some problems come to occupy the
attention of governmental officials more than other
problems?” Kingdon p.105

•Narrative of policy change codified as the “career”
of a policy issue
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onderzoeksstrategie
• Developing a codified narrative to account for a 

particular case outcome

1. Defining a “dependent variable” or “case outcome” (Ragin)

2. Then developing a theoretically codified case explanation

3. With the aim to identify causal mechanisms
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